Epilogue
MATER ADMTRABILIS
IN the Roman convent of the Trinita del Monti in the
year 1844, a French postulant, Pauline Perdrau, was working
at a fresco in one of the ancient cloisters. Below the
ladder on which she stood, a group of little girls were
eagerly holding up palettes and brushes, thus all uncon-
sciously co-operating in the creation of a work of art.
Mother Perdrau has left the names of these children *: the
two Resetti; the two Pacca, nieces of the cardinal of that
name; and future nuns of the Sacred Heart, the Mothers
Isoard, Englefield, and Bentivoglio.
The postulant was learning much concerning the outlook
of the Society from the group of children at her feet* She
marvelled as she listened to their enthusiastic comments on
the visit of Mother Barat to their Roman convent. These
little girls had never seen the Mother Foundress, neverthe-
less they had been taught by their mistresses to look upon
her as their friend, interested in all, especially in the
younger children, and they had already taken her to their
hearts.
Little did these children realise how much they were
teaching their young mistress concerning the Society to
which she aspired to dedicate her life. Already its ideals
and its spkit had caught hold of her, luring her from artistic
studies in Rome to the prosaic details of the work of educa-
tion. New aspirations were upon her, seeking expression
in painting, the mother-tongue of her soul and, though
unskilled in frescoes, she was striving to give life to her
conception of the ideals set before the children of the
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